EXPECTING A FOAL?

It is advisable for expectant "parents" to have read a good foaling reference such as Blessed are the Broodmares by Phylis Lose.  In addition, we recommend the following to reflect local conditions and the newest research information.

· Note that average gestation in the mare is 340 days; normal gestation is 338 to 343 days.

· The best choice for bedding the foaling stall is a base of shavings covered with straw.

· Please call the clinic when the mare appears close to foaling or you see milk dripping from the udder, or if it is past the average foaling date, to keep clinicians up-to-date on progress.

· To minimize the risk of illness due to Failure of Passive Transfer in the foal, we strongly recommend that all foals are examined 6 to 12 hours after birth (call the clinic at the time of birth to schedule a Foal Check.  If you are not having a veterinarian attend the foaling, and foaling occurs between midnight and 6:00 a.m., please call at 6:00 a.m.).

· Save the placenta for examination in a clean bucket away from any other animals.
· Wash the udder with Hibitane soap and water and dry thoroughly before the foal attempts to nurse.  Try to avoid having the foal suck on any object other than a clean udder.

· A closed circuit camera or internet-based webcam for night time monitoring of the mare is recommended.
· Foals whose birth is unattended by personnel will receive short-term antibiotic treatment.

· Foaling kits are available through Petroglyph Animal Hospital. Please call to inquire.   

Foaling Kits Include:
· Eqvalan dewormer.
· Chlorhexidine solution (Hibidil) for the navel, plus a small jar for application.
· Hibitane soap.
· Fleet phosphate enema (adult size)

· Gamma Check-C, which allows you to test the quality of the mare’s colostrums when the foal is born.

· Exam gloves.

Other supplies to have on hand:
· Clean bucket.

· Clean towels.

· Bandage scissors.

· Emergency telephone numbers.

· Cell phone.

